June 2021

Summer seems to have finally arrived at long last,
though as I write this the garden is flooded and
the peonies are bowing their heads down to the
ground because of the rain — we gardeners are
never satisfied!
This newsletter gives details of various upcoming
events — a pot planting demonstration
mentioned in more detail by Chris (below), and
also news about the next club night (July 21st),
which we think will probably have to be on-line
again. Finally, important news about the Autumn
show, which we are doing our best to make
happen!
Chris’
magnificent lupins
(before the wind
and rain arrived!)

I hope those of you that joined our ‘surprise’
Zoom night on Wed 16th enjoyed it; Steve Price
was a magician who entertained us all; more can
be found about this super evening later in the
newsletter.
As always, there's lots of news/reminders and
information so do please read it and enjoy.
Julie

Well the longest day is not far away so let us hope we will be released from purgatory to resume normal
lives.
At last some really lovely weather so we can get out and enjoy our gardens to the full. I am sorry the
Fuchsia talk wasn't what we had planned - ‘Growing and showing’ was the title. We do not know why there
was a mix up but it was very interesting to see how Little Brook Fuchsias came into being all those years
ago.
WORKSHOP at the Trading Hut: SUNDAY JUNE 27th with Graham Talbot. He will plant up an AUTUMN
POT and also talk about growing and showing for the shows. Although our Autumn show won't be in its
usual form we will have a show and David and I have been working on this already. We have had a lot of
new members, particularly from the allotments, come down to the Hut and we hope this will encourage
them to exhibit. For those new members, Graham has been senior tutor at the Berkshire College of
Agriculture for at least 30 years and what he doesn't know is not worth knowing! It will happen during the
hut opening hours and there will be a free raffle at the end. So do come, he comes from Maidenhead.
Finally we hope to have proper club night on July 21st: 'The Drought Garden' but we have to do a risk
assessment for the council first !!!! Although your programme says 'Plant Sale' that was held last Saturday by
Sunil Patel at Broom Acres who kindly gave the takings to the Club. Thank you so much Sunil; a wonderful
boost of £400 for club funds.
Chris.
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TRADING HUT

The trading hut is still open on Wednesday afternoons, 2 to 4pm until the end of June. Sunday openings
continue through July then we close for August, opening again on Sunday 5th September.
COMPOST: Deliveries have been taking many weeks rather than days, so we have often run out of stock,
mostly compost. Apologies for this, but there has been nothing we can do to solve the problem. We now
have a little MP compost with more on order with some due mid-July. Until stocks increase we are limiting
sales to two bags per member of some composts. Details at the hut.
Since we are now not so busy it is not necessary to order in advance but you can still contact Jane if you
have a query on 01276 600438, 07799 315376 or janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk.

NEW: JIFFY PEAT-FREE POTS
Many of you will be familiar with the Jiffy peat pots, now we have peat free ones in stock. Diameter/Height:
3” (8cm). They can be planted directly in the soil thus significantly reducing root disturbance, giving your
plants a quicker start. Ideal for the environment and produce no plastic waste. Price: 10 for £1
SEASONAL ITEMS
Growmore: From £ 2.90 for 3.kg
Fish, blood & bone fertilizer: From £2.10 for 3kg
Flower & Vegetable fertilizer: £4.15 for 3kg
Rose Food: From £2.75 for 3kg
Spring & Summer Lawn Feed: From £3.20 for 3kg
Anti bird netting 4m wide: still only £1.90/m (order direct from Jane Heritage)

Good luck to everyone who enters!

If you are not on email list, it means won’t get
the information about zoom club nights –
please send us your email address if you want
to be included! It also means you’ll be able to
see this newsletter in glorious colour.
You can send it to Julie, Jane or
meetings@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk

*

We do hope that plenty of people will
take part though, following the guidelines
that will come out later, once we have
heard from the council.

Next year’s programme
We are about to start planning next year’s programme of
talks. If there are any particular subjects you would like us
to see if we can find a speaker for, please let us know.
You can either email: enquiries@sandhurstgardening
club.co.uk, or send a message to me direct:
juliepsheppard@sky.com
I can’t promise, but we’ll do our best!
Julie
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Autumn show
We are planning to go ahead with an
Autumn show, albeit on a much reduced
scale. This is because we anticipate there
still being some restrictions on numbers
allowed indoors and also there being a
possible need for one-way systems etc. A
draft schedule is attached to this
newsletter so you can begin to plan what
plants you may like to show. Please bear
in mind this is a draft, and a final version
will be sent out by the end of July. The
tone of the show is very much an
informal, friendly one, and as such there
will be no entry fee for the show or cups
etc awarded.

Huge thanks to Sunil Patel for running what was clearly a very
successful plant sale on 5th June. He raised a magnificent £405 on
the day, which he has very generously donated to the Gardening
Club funds. I saw a number of members at Sunil’s on the day, and
am sure they are pleased with their plants as I am with mine—a
truly magnificent hosta!
Julie

Little Brook Fuchsias

HUT DUTY VOLUNTEERS

Carol Gubler gave a lovely talk for the May Zoom talk,
giving us a potted history of the origins of her nursery in
ash Green near Aldershot.
A reminder also that the nursery is open Wednesday –
Sunday 9.30 am—5.00 pm until Friday 25th June. Full
details can be found on her website:
https://littlebrookfuchsias.co.uk
For those of you who have a particular interest in
fuchsias, you might like to visit the British Fuchsia Society
website: https://www.thebfs.org.uk/
On it you can find details of the London and Southern
Counties Show, which will be held on Sat 14th August
2021 in Normandy Village Hall, Manor Fruit Farm,
Glaziers lane, Normandy, Surrey, GU3 2DD
Further details can be provided by Carol: Tel 01252
329731

If you can help at the hut and have a spare
Sunday morning please contact Tony Winter.
It’s fun, friendly and a bit of exercise!
Tel: 01276 32836
Mobile: 07986 471821
email: tonywinter1964@aol.com

Remember...
As an affiliated club to the RHS we hold a reduced price entry card to RHS gardens. It entitles a 30%
reduction in entry fee for one member of the gardening club and their guest. With entry prices at £14.95
(excl Gift Aid) for Wisley it certainly makes sense to use it! (Prices vary for the other RHS gardens).
Contact Sandra Hooper on 01276 34112 to arrange to use the card.
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TALK AT THE PINES SCHOOL, BRACKNELL
At Easter we were approached at the hut by a teacher from The Pines asking for help with a summer term
topic for 5 to 7 year olds entitled, ‘Food, glorious food’. I asked Peter Radband, Club member, enthusiastic
allotment holder and former teacher if he was interested in helping out. He agreed and came up with a plan.
I trawled through our holiday and garden photos and came up with several to cover Peter’s topics of soil,
weather, seeds, crops, garden ‘good’ & ‘bad’ guys. Peter dug up worms, grew seeds in jam jars and with a
large bag of fruit & veg., off we set.
Peter took the lead and was fantastic, capturing the
imagination of the children. The enthusiastic ones
took part by naming fruit and vegetables (totally
stumped by a beetroot!) and deciding if they grew
under or above the soil - pointing downwards or arms
up as a tree! They were also asked to decide which
were the bad and good guys in the garden – birds,
snails, insects, etc.
It was entertaining for them, their teachers and us also good PR for the Club.
Thank you Peter for stepping up to help out.
Jane Heritage
(Slow worm picture: Children said bad guy (a snake!) but it’s a slug-eating ‘good guy’ slow worm.

Zoom club nights
What we had hope would be our last Club night by Zoom was
something a little different! We were entertained by Steve Price, who
in turn was ably assisted by club members who amazed us all by their
ability to throw things back and forward to him, or proved to be
experts at mind reading! (You had to be there…) Thank you to Penny
and David Dunford for organising it all.

As in previous editions, some
of the photos included in
this newsletter were ones sent
in last year during the first
lockdown.
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Planting an Autumn pot
with

Graham Talbot
When? Sunday

27th June 2021

Where? Outside
What time? 9.15

the Trading Hut (behind Pistachios)

am

Graham will also talk about growing and
showing fruit, vegetables & flowers — just in
time for the Gardening Club’s autumn show!

(draft schedules available on the day)
P.S. free raffle for everyone attending, with the chance to
win the pot that Graham plants up!
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Contact details:
EMAIL AND WEBSITE
Our Email address is: enquiries@sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk - This will direct your
mail to a committee member who can deal with it or pass it on to the relevant person.
Our web page is: www.sandhurstgardeningclub.co.uk
COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Hon Chair: Chris Dresler, 40 White Hill Residential Park, Liphook Road, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 9DS.
01420 768965

Hon Secretary: Julie Sheppard 15 Park Road, Sandhurst Berks, GU47 9AA 01252 870521
juliepsheppard@sky.com
Vice Chairman and Trading Secretary: Jane Heritage 01276 600438 janeheritage2002@yahoo.co.uk
Treasurer: Steve Roome sroome@aol.com
Coach Trips: Sheila Davenport c/o enquiries@sandhurstgardening club.co.uk
Seed and Plant orders: David Dunford 01252 656826 - dvdunford@ntlworld.com
Wisley Tickets & Newsletter Distribution: Sandra Hooper 01276 34112
Newsletter Contributions: Steve Roome 01252 877965 - sroome@aol.com
Bulb Orders: Ruth Page 01344 774539
Trading Hut Volunteers: Tony Winter 01276 32836 - tonywinter1964@aol.com
Other Committee Members: Carol McGowan: 01276 36392, Derek Dolling 01344 774505, Gill Clark
01252 654937, Liz Crow 01252 693552
Postal membership renewals - Mrs J Heritage 174B, Branksome Hill Road, College Town, Sandhurst,
Berkshire GU47 0QQ
Please include a SAE with your completed membership form.
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